
CONGO / ZAIRE: Policies adopted at Independences  

 

 

 

 

 

Political Factors Economic Factors Social Factors 

Came into power in a military 

coup 

One Party State by 1965 

Dictator for 32 years with Marxist 

beliefs (opposition suppressed) 

Nationalized the mines, banks 

and industry 

Promoted Africanization: renamed 

places and names and promoted 

Congolese music  

Caught up in Cold War politics, ally 

of America against USSR (pawn) 

Smuggling and corruption on 

the mines – economic loss 

Focus on Primary education (not free) 

and French was the medium of 

instruction – favoured the elite 

Promoted Congo pride, but did 

not achieve Congo unity 

Dependent on world markets 

and monopolies of the west 

Promoted Authenticite: emphasis on 

indigenious beliefs and practices 

Continued regional separatism and 

competing political parties 

Economic collapse largely 

because of falling copper 

prices 

Health schemes and health care 

collapsed due to corruption 

Authenticite 

Zairianization    style of leadership 

Mobutism (personality cult) 

Too much of the country’s 

wealth went straight to 

Mobutu or out of the country. 

Locals did not benefit. 

 

   



 



 

 


