
TANZANIA:  Policies implemented at Independence 

Political Factors Economic Factors Social Factors 

One Party State by 1966 

TANU had mass support 

Parliamentary members were 

voted in and out 

Too authoritarian 

Did not want to be dependent 

on Developed World 

But was! Took out loans 

because by 1980 Tanzania was 

poorer and not self reliant 

Water, health and education were  
centralized at Ujumaa Villages 

Leadership Code – denied them 

access to capitalist enrichment  

(resulted in less corruption) 

Nyerere strong and highly 

respected because he practiced 

what he preached – only leader not 

to have robbed his country’s 

coffers  

Issued Arusha Declaration 

1967 called for a self-reliant, 

prosperous, classless society 

with socialist development 

strategies instead of foreign 

investment, with self reliance 

based on peasant labour and 

economic development 

combined with nation building 

Provided free basic schooling, 

reduced illiteracy .  

Severe shortage of teachers 

Secondary schooling standard 

dropped 

University students were required to 

do community work 

Was Socialist (wanted a classless 

society) 

Formed Umajaa system of 

collectivized farms 

(overcrowded) 

Promoted Swahili 

Was a Pan-Africanist – to be black 

and to be proud 

Nationalized banks, industries 

& foreign business (ran at a 

loss) 

No direct impact of the Cold War 

There was national unity and 

stability under a centralized 

government  

State control of production, 

distribution & transport (mis-

management) 

Africanization of names, places, 

language, etc 

Arusha Decl was African Socialism. 

No regional separatist movements 

(Nyerere remained unchallenged) – 

built unity and stability 

There was no wealthy elite 

Everybody got the same 

health and education benefits 

 

 Reliant on Cash crops exports 

(Sisal and Groundnuts) 

 



 

 

 

 


