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GRADE 12 HISTORY 
 
THE COLD WAR IN EUROPE 
 
 
 
THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE 
 

The Truman Doctrine was the name given to a policy 
announced by US President Harry Truman on March 
12th, 1947. In a dramatic speech to a joint session of 
Congress, President Harry S. Truman asks for U.S. 
assistance for Greece and Turkey to forestall 
communist domination of the two nations. The Truman 
Doctrine was a very simple warning clearly made to 
the USSR – though the country was not mentioned by 
name – that the USA would intervene to support any 
nation that was being threatened by a takeover by an 
armed minority. Historians have often cited Truman’s 
address, which came to be known as the Truman 
Doctrine, as the official declaration of the Cold War. 
 
 

 
 
THE MARSHALL PLAN 
As the war-torn nations of Europe faced famine and economic crisis in the wake of 
World War II, the United States proposed to rebuild the continent in the interest of 
political stability and a healthy world economy.  
 
On June 5, 1947, in a commencement address at Harvard University, Secretary of 
State George C. Marshall first called for American assistance in restoring the 
economic infrastructure of Europe. Western Europe responded favourably, and the 
Truman administration proposed legislation. The resulting Economic Cooperation Act 
of 1948 restored European agricultural and industrial productivity. Credited with 
preventing famine and political chaos, the plan later earned General Marshall a 
Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
 
 
GREEK CIVIL WAR (Truman Doctrine in action) 
In March of 1946, elections were held in Greece. The elections were corrupt and as 
a result, the victory was greatly in favour of the EDES. Therefore, the Communists 
formed the Democratic Army of Greece (DA), declaring they were fighting to restore 
Greece to a democracy. During the first year of fighting, the DA was ahead since 
they were receiving help from Yugoslavia and controlled the northern part of Greece. 
The British became increasingly worried and turned to the United States for help. In 
1947, the United States agreed to help so President Truman issued the Truman 
Doctrine to help Greece fight the Communists. 
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By the time the US entered, the DA was holding land at the boarders of Yugoslavia 
and Albania, as well as land in southern Greece. The DA used guerrilla tactics for 
their warfare whereas the nationalists were receiving weapons from the United 
States and Britain. Once the United States went to Greece, the nationalist army 
greatly increased. Then, Stalin ended his relationship with Yugoslavia’s leader, Tito. 
The DA decided to support Stalin and lost the support of Yugoslavia. With this factor, 
and the help from the Americans, the nationalists were able to defeat the 
communists by the summer of 1949. During the course of the war, more than 80,000 
people were killed while another 700,000 were left homeless. The civil war left 
Greece in shambles. However, in the 1950’s, Greece went through a growth of 
development, both socially and economically. From 1960 until 1974, Greece was 
ruled by Georgios Papandreou. Finally in 1974, Greece was restored as a 
democracy by Konstantinos Karamanlis. 
 
 
 
 


